
Ohio uses the Strategic Highway Safety Plan to guide project selection for the HSIP Program.  The 

following contains a complete list of Emphasis Areas, Targets Areas, and Strategies contained in the 

current plan posted at the following link: zerodeaths.ohio.gov 

 

A connection to the SHSP has been provided at the end of each SHSP Strategy field in the project listing 

table in the following section.  An example of improve signage or install warning signs for a fixed object 

crash location would be coded as “II-A-4”. 

 

Emphasis Area I: Serious Crash Types 
Target Area A: Roadway Departure Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Advance the use of new technology and roadway designs to address roadway departure 

crashes. 

Strategy 2: Implement proven and low-cost systematic safety countermeasures to reduce roadway 

departure crashes (e.g., improved signage on curves, friction treatments in spot locations and centerline 

and edge line rumble stripes). 

Strategy 3: Design roadside to include appropriate hardware (e.g., cable median, crash cushions and 

guardrail end treatments) or manage trees, road shoulders and other objects along the roadway to 

minimize the severity of crashes. 

Strategy 4: Conduct high visibility enforcement, media campaigns and public outreach on selected 

corridors with a significant number of severe roadway departure crashes. 

Target Area B: Intersection Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Advance the use of new technology and roadway designs that make intersections safer. 

Strategy 2: Implement proven and low cost systematic safety improvements to reduce intersection 

crashes (e.g., enhancing signs and pavement markings, modifying signals and signal timing, adding turn 

lanes and controlling access through medians). 

Strategy 3: Educate roadway users on the types of crashes that occur at intersections, new intersection 

types, signals and laws. 

Strategy 4: Conduct high visibility enforcement, media campaigns and public outreach at selected 

locations with a significant number of intersection crashes. 

Target Area C: Rear-End Collision Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Advance the use of new technologies and roadway designs that reduce rear end crashes. 

Strategy 2: Apply proven and low-cost safety countermeasures to reduce rear end crashes and their 

severity. Examples include improving the visibility and timing of signals, removing unwarranted signals, 

installing turn lanes and building medians to control access. 

Strategy 3: Provide real-time travel information to motorists so they can make informed decisions about 

travel routes. 

zerodeaths.ohio.gov


Strategy 4: Remove minor incidents, crashes and debris from the roadway quickly to avoid congestion 

and secondary crashes. 

Target Area D: Highway Railroad Crossings Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Expand the use of new and proven crash prevention methods at grade crossings. 

Strategy 2: Establish or expand multi-disciplinary teams to examine railroad corridors for improvements 

and fatal crash locations for quick corrective action. 

Strategy 3: Expand the marketing and adoption of Ohio’s Grade Crossing Upgrade Programs (e.g., 

Federal and State Light and Gate projects, Supplemental Enhancements and Crossing Consolidation 

Programs). 

Strategy 4: Expand railroad crossing safety educational opportunities through continued involvement 

and financial support of highway safety education and enforcement programs (e.g., Operation 

Lifesaver). 

Strategy 5: Develop or expand the County Task Force Program to encourage grass roots interest in 

railroad safety and to identify problem locations. 

Strategy 6: Encourage accurate and timely data reporting for database updates by all stakeholders. 

Emphasis Area II: High Risk Drivers and Behaviors 
Target Area A: Impaired Driver Action Plan 

Strategy 6: Encourage accurate and timely data reporting for database updates by all stakeholders. 

Strategy 2: Expand earned media and outreach of impaired driving beyond the traditional mass media 

campaign by using innovative and unique delivery methods that reach specific segments of the targeted 

population.  

Strategy 3: Sustain a data-driven and high visibility impaired driving enforcement program. 

Strategy 4: Increase publicity of “trace back” investigations so sellers, servers, providers and the public 

understand the consequences of over serving or illegally serving alcohol. 

Strategy 5: Coordinate impaired driving safety messages developed by multi-agency communication 

committee. 

Target Area B: Seat Belt Action Plan  

Strategy 1: Encourage high visibility seat belt-related enforcement in jurisdictions with a 

disproportionate number of unrestrained occupant-related fatalities and serious injuries. 

Strategy 2: Expand earned media and outreach of seat belt use beyond the traditional mass media 

campaign by using innovative and unique delivery methods that reach specific segments of the targeted 

population. 

Strategy 3: Expand reach of earned media seat belt use messages to high-risk populations (i.e., teens, 

rural, and 18-34 year old males). 



Strategy 4: Coordinate seat belt safety messages developed by multi-agency communication committee. 

Target Area C: Speed Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Encourage high visibility speed-related enforcement in jurisdictions with a disproportionate 

number of speed-related fatalities and serious injuries. 

Strategy 2: Use peer-to-peer programs to reduce speeding and other risky behaviors that contribute to 

injuries and fatalities among young drivers. 

Strategy 3: Set appropriate speed limits and deploy other speed management techniques. (ODOT, locals) 

Target Area D: Young Driver Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Use a statewide peer-to-peer program to increase seat belt use and reduce speeding, 

impaired driving, distracted driving, underage drinking, and other risky behaviors that contribute to 

injuries and fatalities among teens. 

Strategy 2: Implement enforcement programs to reduce risky teen driving behavior. 

Strategy 3: Implement community outreach programs to reduce risky teen driving behavior. 

Strategy 4: Strengthen the Graduated Driver’s Licensing (GDL) law. 

Strategy 5: Coordinate young driver safety messages developed by multi-agency communication 
committee. 

Target Area E: Older Driver Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Establish a new emphasis area (EA) team to examine the crash data, develop strategies and 

make recommendations for older driver related program and project investments. 

Strategy 2: Create a comprehensive and coordinated outreach effort that educates older drivers and 

their caregivers on driving risks and remedies. 

Strategy 3: Encourage roadway design and engineering measures that reduce the risks of traffic crashes 

for older drivers. 

Strategy 4: Coordinate older driver messages developed by multi-agency communication committee. 

Target Area F: Distracted Driver Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Encourage high visibility enforcement in jurisdictions with a disproportionate number of 

distracted driving-related fatalities and serious injuries. 

Strategy 2: Expand earned media and outreach of distracted driving beyond the traditional mass media 

campaign by using innovative and unique delivery methods that reach specific segments of the targeted 

audience. 

Strategy 3: Collect distracted driver information/data. 

Strategy 4: Collaborate with the public and private sectors on new ideas to reduce distracted driving 

crashes. 



Strategy 5: Coordinate distracted driver messages developed by multi-agency communication 

committee. 

Emphasis Area III: Special Vehicles and Roadway Users 
Target Area A: Bicyclist Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Educate transportation partners, engineers and local governments on how to incorporate 

bicycle facilities and accommodations into community projects. 

Strategy 2: Implement proven countermeasures to reduce bicycle crashes. 

Strategy 3: Conduct education and outreach to increase law enforcement’s and all roadway users’ 

understanding of bicycle laws. 

Strategy 4: Advance use of new technology and roadway designs that make travel safer for bicyclists 

Strategy 5: Improve bicycle usage and problem identification data. 

Strategy 6: Coordinate bicyclist safety messages developed by multi-agency communication committee. 

Target Area B: Pedestrian Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Educate transportation partners, engineers and local governments on how to incorporate 

pedestrian facilities and accommodations in community projects. 

Strategy 2: Implement proven countermeasures to reduce pedestrian crashes. 

Strategy 3: Conduct education and outreach to increase understanding and enforcement of pedestrian 

laws for law enforcement and all roadway users. 

Strategy 4: Advance use of technology and roadway designs that make travel safer for pedestrians. 

Strategy 5: Increase the knowledge of safety practices for target populations that are likely to walk and 

use transit. 

Strategy 6: Improve pedestrian usage and problem identification data. 

Strategy 7: Coordinate pedestrian safety messages developed by multi-agency communication 

committee. 

Target Area C: Commercial Motor Vehicles Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Engage in high visibility traffic enforcement in and around commercial motor vehicles. 

Strategy 2: Conduct driver/vehicle inspections to ensure commercial motor vehicles are in proper 

working order and drivers are properly credentialed, experienced and fit for duty. 

Strategy 3: Review company operations to ensure compliance with state and federal safety and 

hazardous materials regulations. 

Strategy 4: Educate and review new motor carrier operations to ensure proper understanding and 

compliance with motor carrier and hazardous materials safety regulations. 



Strategy 5: Provide education and outreach to the public and industry on how to safely operate in and 

around commercial motor vehicles. 

Strategy 6: Identify high-crash corridors and initiate appropriate engineering and enforcement 

interventions. 

Strategy 7: Coordinate commercial motor vehicle safety messages developed by multi-agency 

communication committee. 

Target Area D: Motorcyclist Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Conduct high visibility enforcement to address speeding and impaired riding in jurisdictions 

whose problem identification indicates a motorcycle fatal/serious injury crash problem. 

Strategy 2: Develop and implement initiatives and programs to increase training of untrained and 

unendorsed riders on skills related to crash causation. 

Strategy 3: Implement Ride SMART (Sober, Motorcycle endorsed, Alert, Right gear and Trained) paid 

media and outreach programs to motorcyclists and to motorists using Share the Road messages. 

Strategy 4: Coordinate motorcycle safety messages developed by multi-agency communication 

committee 

Emphasis Area III: Special Vehicles and Roadway Users 
Target Area A: Data Action Plan 

Strategy 1: Improve crash data collection. 

Strategy 2: Improve the accuracy and completeness of crash location information for all public roads. 

Strategy 3: Broaden data collection practices to include all roadway users (pedestrians, bicyclists, 

motorcyclists, older drivers, etc.). 

Strategy 4: Maintain and link data systems from different stakeholders and improve access to linked 

data. 

Strategy 5: Develop data analysis methods and tools for use at state, regional and local levels across all 

stakeholders and analysis skill levels. 

Strategy 6: Implement analysis tools that support data-driven decision-making. 

 

 

 


